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in pumping machinery. The remote geographical position
of Cornwall produces the illusion that the district was also
remote from the centres of contemporary industrial develop-
ment. In Davy's time Cornwall was the scene of one of
the most brilliant periods in the history of human invention.
Newcomen had invented the steam pumping engine early
in the eighteenth century, James Watt improved this
engine by condensing the steam in a vessel outside the
working cylinder. One of his earliest engines was installed
for the remarkable Wherry Mine at Penzance. The pump-
ing engine was on the land, but the shaft of the mine was
in the sea a mile from the shore. It was approached by a
wooden bridge, and its workings, which provided Davy
and Gregory Watt with a rich variety of minerals, were
entirely under the sea. It was destroyed by a ship
which broke from its anchorage and rammed the oversea
machinery.
A few years after Davy left Cornwall, William Murdock
invented coal-gas lighting in Redruth. Richard Trevithick,
the inventor of the high-pressure steam-engine, the builder
of the first steam railway locomotive, the inventor of the
Cornish boiler, and many other machines, was rearing his
turbulent genius in Cornwall Trevithick's friend and
theoretical adviser was Davies Giddy, the wealthy amateur
and Cornish landowner, who had studied mathematics at
Cambridge. Giddy changed his name to Gilbert, and
succeeded Davy in the Presidential Chair of the Royal
Society. It is said that Davy's talent for "pulling faces'*
secured his introduction to Gilbert, who happened to notice
him as he was carelessly swinging on the gate of Mr.
Borlase's house. Gilbert's companion remarked that the
extraordinary looking boy was said to be fond of making
chemical experiments. Gilbert invited him to his house and
offered him the use of his library. He took him to see the
laboratory at the Hayle Copper-House. Davy examined
the chemical apparatus, examples of which he had seen
before only in engravings, with tumultuous delight.
During his Penzance days, Davy also made the acquaint-
ance of Josiah Wedgwood, and Thomas Wedgwood